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Offensive costumes ruin the spirit of Halloween
By Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos
@Jovanniarroyo10
Wearing a sombrero and a mustache 
is defi nitely off ensive, it portrays the ste-
reotype and makes fun of people who do 
not look like that at all, however not many 
people see it that way.
Halloween costumes have become more 
distasteful in today’s society and we need 
to morally know what’s right and wrong.
Costumes have changed throughout the 
last several years. Instead of seeing scary 
masks, Teenage Ninja Turtles and prin-
cesses roaming the streets, we are now see-
ing an uptick in the amount of Halloween 
costumes that are culturally off ensive and 
inappropriate for their target audiences.
In a recent video published by BuzzFeed, 
Native Americans tried on costumes that 
were made to portray Indians.
Many of the people interviewed in the 
video saw the costumes at fi rst glance and 
looked disgusted. Th ey were asked to try 
on the costumes and one person even said, 
“I feel like I really need a big shower aft er 
wearing this crap.”
On the Party City website you can buy 
a costume labeled, Adult, “Hey Amigo,” 
Mexican Costume, which portrays a His-
panic male wearing a sombrero, mustache 
and poncho, riding a donkey.
And if that isn’t off ensive enough, the cos-
tume is under the funny costumes category.
Costumes might not be made to make fun 
of someone but this should not be consid-
ered funny and should not be on the shelves.
According to the Huffi  ngton Post, Vi-
cente Perez, a University of Chicago stu-
dent, confronted another student last year 
because they were wearing a controversial 
Halloween costume that depicted a stereo-
type of Mexicans.
“I don’t feel comfortable being on this 
campus and I’m not comfortable with the 
response from the administration,” Perez 
said in Th e Huffi  ngton Post article.
Racist Halloween costumes are now part 
of a larger problem. Instead of the holiday 
being about trick or treating, we are now 
seeing many incidents of racism around 
this holiday and the costumes that are be-
ing made to add more controversy to it.
Adults are not the only group to be tar-
geted by these problematic costumes.
According to an article on Refi nery29’s 
website, a Walmart representative con-
fi rmed that the company took down a 
see COSTUMES on page 4
By Kavin Mistry with contributions by 
Andrew Cypert
@kavinm95
@audaciousgreen
Th e rhythmic sounds of trumpets cou-
pled with crashes and pounds of the per-
cussion section fi lled the music theater 
yesterday aft ernoon.
San Jose State’s music department hosted 
the “Be a Music Major For a Day” event for 
high schoolers to come and experience a 
day in the life of an SJSU music student.
“I love ‘Be A Music Major Day.’ A couple 
years ago before I started going here, this is 
what got me into San Jose State,” said Aman-
da Cien Fuegos, trumpet performance ju-
nior. “It is really cool to see all these young 
people interested in music in college.”
Not a lot of majors off er this kind of op-
portunity to prospective students. Mem-
bers of SJSU’s music department hope stu-
dents will take full advantage of the chance 
to shadow as a student in high school.
“Th is event is designed to give the future 
music majors of the state of California, and 
some outside, a chance to look at what we 
can off er them,” said Paul Herrera, graduate 
conducting associate. “We have a higher em-
phasis on 11th and 12th graders in the fi elds 
of choral band, orchestra and composition.”
Th e department sent representatives to 
Santa Clara County high schools and talk-
ed to music directors at each school. High 
school juniors and seniors got a chance 
to perform with SJSU’s music majors and 
graduate students.
“We have some students that have trav-
eled from as far south as Fresno, and as 
far north as Redding to come for the day,” 
Herrera said.
Students who participated were able to 
play composed music that was selected by 
the director and sit in on classes through-
out the day, allowing them the opportuni-
ty to fully immerse themselves in the SJSU 
music culture.
Herrera said that in order to get into the 
music degree program, students have to 
audition.
“I hope that with the occasional remind-
ers of technique from participating in 
clinics today will help give me really good 
motivation to go out and practice and get 
better,” said Westmont High School senior 
Evan Frangesh. “It is defi nitely going to be 
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Future musicians 
perform at SJSU
By Andrew Cypert
@audaciousgreen
Latino students of the group Academic 
Leaders and Mentors Aiming for Success 
have put together a new project called 
ALMAS Plus Aid El Salvador.
“(El Salvador) is a really bad place to be 
and live in. Th e crime rate it’s just crazy 
over there and one of our founding mem-
bers who is an alumni now, he is over 
there for the Peace Corps,” said Co-Chair 
and founding member of ALMAS Clar-
issa Camarillo.
She said the students of ALMAS have 
been raising money to help people in El 
Salvador through bake sales and various 
fundraisers.
“One of our main goals … (is) we strive 
to represent all of the underrepresented 
minorities,” Camarillo said.
ALMAS supports many individuals 
through help with academics and social 
events, Camarillo said.
“Th e people are all nice. Everyone’s 
easygoing, down-to-earth and easy to 
talk to,” said communication sophomore 
Ismael Cruz.
Cruz said the group helps all Latinos, 
but it is trying to expand to be more 
multi-cultural.
“We have a variety of members that are 
not Mexican, they’re Hondureno, Sal-
vadoran—diff erent kinds of ethnicities 
here,” Cruz said.
Th e group encourages non-Latino peo-
ple to join too.
“It’s kind of hard when [students] think 
that ALMAS is a Latino-based organiza-
tion,” Cruz said.
Students from the group promote re-
sources for other students like upcom-
ing scholarships and benefi cial cultural 
workshops for Latino and non-Latino 
students, according to Camarillo. Th ey 
also break into committees that help oth-
ers with success.
One of the committees goes to high 
schools to talk about what college is 
like. According to Cruz the fundraising 
committee raises money for the group 
through clothing and food drives to be 
able to help people from El Salvador and 
to help the group grow.
Cruz said he joined the club for this 
reason among others and has met a lot of 
people during his membership.
“Coming into college, you usually think 
‘I’m going to try to make a diff erence ... 
branch out and do other things, meet oth-
er people’... I’ve grown some strong forti-
tude with people here,” Cruz said.
According to Cruz, the club likes to 
have fun. At their last meeting in the Boc-
cardo Business Center on Monday night, 
the students gathered for a potluck and 
see MUSIC on page 2
Hector Ponce, junior from Overfelt High School, plays a stand up bass as 
a part of “Be a Music Major for a Day” on stage at the music department. 
Kavin Mistry | Spartan Daily
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a challenge, but I am go-
ing to be enjoying what 
I’m doing.” 
Th e event was geared 
toward giving prospec-
tive music students a 
peek into what it would 
take to be a music major 
and the work and com-
mitment involved.
“It is busy. Every single 
day you have a rehearsal 
to go to, something to 
practice or something 
you can get better at,” 
Cien Fuegos said. “You 
are stressed, but you are 
also really happy because 
you are doing something 
that you love.”
Th e students who gave 
feedback on the event 
said they can see how 
much work it will take to 
pursue a major in the fi eld 
of music, but because 
they have a passion for it, 
the work should be fun.
Cien Fuegos said aft er 
she leaves SJSU she wants 
to hopefully record for 
Disney, or “anywhere 
where I can just play and 
do it for a living.”
Aft er speaking to 
Frangesh, it was appar-
ent in his voice that the 
event had a positive ef-
fect on his music career. 
He was excited to talk 
about what he was able to 
accomplish at the event.
Th e music depart-
ment hosts this event 
every year, around the 
time college applications 
are due as a means of 
recruitment for future 
SJSU music students.
“Today there are 151 
people, last year we had 
98 and in the previous 
years we had around 40 
students so every year 
it has gotten bigger and 
bigger,” Herrera said. 
“A lot of people that 
come to this event actu-
ally end up coming here 
(to SJSU).”
Kavin Mistry and 
Andrew Cypert are 
Spartan Daily 
staff writers.
High school students and SJSU music major section 
leaders play a piece in front of other high school 
students that were attending the “Be A Music Major 
For A Day” event yesterday. 
 Kavin Mistry | Spartan Daily
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ice-breaker games. Th e 
members got to learn more 
about one another, laugh 
and have fun.
Th e bond these stu-
dents have is strong. 
“It’s like a second 
home, like my second 
family here because I’m 
not from here. So I really 
like having people …. I 
can connect with,” Ca-
marillo said.
ALMAS meets every 
Monday night in BBC 
326 at  6:30 p.m. All stu-
dents are encouraged to 
at least stop by to check 
out the meetings. 
Andrew Cypert is a 
Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
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By Robert Salonga
Tribune News Service
@RobertSalonga
On Monday, Hugo Ernesto Cas-
tro walked into the Santa Clara 
County Main Jail to make a con-
fession. In his hand was a note 
disclosing the whereabouts of the 
body of his former girlfriend. A 
deputy listened to Castro, then told 
him the case was not in the jail’s 
jurisdiction.
Miraculously, Castro then fol-
lowed the deputy’s instructions to 
walk unaccompanied to San Jose 
police headquarters, where police 
arrested him. Th e jail deputy who 
turned the confessed murderer 
out on the street has now been 
reassigned, sources said, marking 
another black eye for the already 
beleaguered jail system.
On his second surrender try, Cas-
tro was interviewed by San Jose 
homicide detectives and directed 
offi  cers to a downtown condomin-
ium where they found the report-
edly strangled and stabbed body 
of 27-year-old Alessandra Barlas. 
Castro, who has a prior conviction 
for assaulting another ex-girlfriend 
in Nevada, was arraigned in a San 
Jose courtroom Wednesday on 
one count of murder with a knife 
enhancement. He is scheduled to 
return to court Nov. 16.
Responding to an inquiry by this 
newspaper, the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce said 
it has launched an internal investi-
gation into why the deputy failed 
to detain or otherwise keep Castro 
close until San Jose offi  cers could 
take him into custody, which po-
lice experts say is routine among 
police agencies in such instances.
“Once they leave, who knows 
what’s going to happen next,” said 
Jim Dudley, a criminal-justice lec-
turer at San Francisco State Uni-
versity and retired San Francisco 
police captain. “Maybe they go the 
two blocks and turn themselves 
in. Or maybe they have second 
thoughts, or go home and destroy 
evidence.”
“You’re not going to spoil some-
one else’s investigation by making 
a detention of this guy,” Dudley 
added. “Th ere’s a huge downside if 
you let him go and he jumps on the 
next train out of town.”
According to a statement from 
Sheriff  Laurie Smith, Castro 
walked into the Main Jail lobby and 
told a civilian staff  member that he 
wanted to “turn himself in.” Af-
ter fi nding no active warrants for 
him, the staff er spoke with a cor-
rectional deputy, who asked Castro 
what he wanted to turn himself in 
for, prompting Castro to request a 
more private conversation, accord-
ing to the statement.
At one point, Castro reportedly 
passed the civilian staff er a note 
stating there was a dead body at an 
address on Th ird Street. Eventual-
ly, the deputy told Castro to report 
the body to SJPD.
“If the initial fi ndings are true, 
then the Custody Deputy failed to 
meet the expectations of the de-
partment and we’ll take appropri-
ate action to deal with the deputy,” 
Smith said in her statement.
Th e deputy has been reassigned 
pending the outcome of the inves-
tigation, Smith said.
Th e snafu comes amid height-
ened scrutiny on the county jails 
in the wake of the August fatal 
beating of mentally ill inmate Mi-
chael Tyree, allegedly at the hands 
of three correctional deputies who 
have been charged with murder. 
On Tuesday, the county appoint-
ed a blue-ribbon commission led 
by former San Jose Independent 
Police Auditor and retired judge 
LaDoris Cordell to head a top-to-
bottom audit and massive reform 
eff ort to address voluminous al-
legations of inmate mistreatment. 
Internal investigations have al-
ready yielded two arrests of depu-
ties for unrelated misconduct.
Meanwhile, the 28-year-old Cas-
tro is now being held without bail 
at the same Main Jail where he ini-
tially tried to surrender.
According to a statement of facts 
written by San Jose homicide De-
tective Wayne Smith, Castro told 
police that he and Barlas agreed 
to meet Friday at a condo at Th e 
Globe complex on Th ird Street. At 
some point over the weekend, Cas-
tro said he strangled Barlas and 
stabbed her, the statement said.
On Monday morning, Castro 
went to the jail with the hand-writ-
ten note disclosing the location of 
Barlas’ body, and was sent to SJPD, 
where he gave the same note to of-
fi cers there. Another set of offi  cers 
went to the condo and found Bar-
las on an upstairs bed with several 
visible stab wounds on her front 
torso, according to police.
Barlas, a San Jose State University 
alum, was pronounced dead at the 
scene. When she was killed was not 
immediately clear. Neither Castro 
nor Barlas lived at the condo, po-
lice said.
Once Barlas was found, Castro 
was arrested and interviewed by 
Smith and Detective Sgt. Rick Yu, 
during which he told them that 
he killed her, according to Smith’s 
statement. Police did not disclose 
a motive for the killing, the city’s 
25th homicide of the year.
Police have said only that Castro 
and the victim were in a “prior dat-
ing relationship,” which friends of 
Barlas corroborated to this news-
paper.
According to Nevada state re-
cords, in 2009 Castro was sen-
tenced to three years at a Carson 
City work camp aft er a conviction 
for battery with a deadly weapon 
against another former girlfriend. 
Deputy District Attorney David 
Boyd said that crime would factor 
into Castro’s sentence if he is con-
victed in Barlas’ death.
Robert Salonga writes for the 
San Jose Mercury News.
San Jose: Man was sent away by jail while 
trying to surrender for murder of ex-girlfriend
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Editorial review: The big DC TV round up
By Raphael Stroud
@randomlyralph
If you ask what the best comic book show on TV is, sta-
tistically the answer will probably be “Th e Walking Dead.” 
But if you ask which comic brand dominates TV, then 
it’s going to be DC Entertainment. 
It’s not like the brand is particularly new to this. From 
“Lois and Clark” to Adam West’s
“Batman” to Th e CW’s “Smallville,” DC has always had a 
presence on cable television, but in recent years that presence 
has been as expansive as Marvel’s presence in the movies. 
Monday was the premiere of “Supergirl,” starring Melissa 
Benoist as the titular hero. It had the highest viewership 
ratings of any new 2015 Fall show, and even while the criti-
cal reception wasn’t glowing it still received good reviews. 
Th e positive debut adds another to the list of DC proper-
ties including “Arrow,” “Th e Flash,” “iZombie” and “Go-
tham.” If “Constantine” were still around, DC would have 
a total of six shows on television compared to Marvel’s 1 
½ (“Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.” and “Agent Carter,” which is a 
short series). With many of the company’s shows in their 
sophomore seasons, I think it’s time for a roundup. 
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“Supergirl” Season One  
One of the main fears about “Supergirl” was that it would 
be too blatant or tacky with its empowerment themes, 
or that it would be too much like a romantic comedy or 
a “girly girl” show, and to all those complaints I have to 
say … well, they have a bit of merit. But I don’t think that 
inherently makes a show bad if it’s handled well. So what 
if normally geeky Jimmy Olsen looks like a Calvin Klein 
model, this is a show about a girl who can carry airplanes 
and shoulder checks a truck hard enough to launch the 
bad guy out of the vehicle. Benoist’s charming and funny 
personality makes her all the more endearing as a char-
acter, not just a superhero. Sure, maybe the empowerment 
themes could have been done more tactfully, rather than 
nearly fourth-wall breaking segments where it was pretty 
obvious the writers were addressing the audience. Th e ef-
fects also seemed like a downgrade from what you would 
see on “Th e Flash,” other than the plane rescue scene. Th e 
thing is, I’m afraid the show did indeed try too hard to 
promote that she is a female superhero over the fact she is 
supposed to be a person with character as well. Sometimes 
it does detract from the pilot but for the most part, it still 
creates an enjoyable experience without coming off  as too 
political, social or preachy. It certainly didn’t have a perfect 
fl ight or a bad takeoff , but it’s close to fi nding its wings. 
 
“Arrow” Season Four
“Arrow” led the charge for DC’s TV universe, becoming 
a hit show on the Th e CW. It has a lower viewership than 
“S.H.I.E.L.D.” and other shows, but that viewership is 
more consistent and steadier, rarely if ever seeing large 
drops. Season three was a slight disappointment for fans 
because of the handling of Ray Palmer and the overem-
phasis on “Olicity,” the fan nickname for the romance 
between Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell) and Emily Bett-
Rickards (Felicity Smoak). Likewise the season received 
the general criticisms of trying to be too “edgy” and be-
ing too similar to Batman (which wasn’t helped by having 
major Bat-villain Ra’s al Ghul as the main antagonist of 
the season). But, all that paid off  in season four, where the 
show debuted with a lighter tone, a new charismatic vil-
lain and fi nally having a vigilante named “Green Arrow” 
(instead of the gritty and grounded “Arrow”). Th e new 
season ditched the slow pace of season three and opted to 
dive head-fi rst into solving the mystery of why John Dig-
gle’s (David Ramsey) brother was murdered by H.I.V.E. 
led by Damien Darhk (Neal McDonough). With less over 
the top romance, better character development, mystical 
superhuman villains (which is a new turn for the series) 
and the resumption of a plot thread that’s been hanging since 
season two, season four has been a blast so far. Th e semi-re-
boot’s lighter tone, new costumes and freshly developed char-
acters make for a refreshing change that was sorely needed. 
 
“Th e Flash” Season Two
“Arrow” may be DC’s premier show, but “Th e Flash” is 
a serious contender for that title. With a 97 percent on 
Rotten Tomatoes (just one up over “Arrow’s” 96 percent) 
the show became a hit almost immediately. Th e polar 
opposite of “Arrow,” “Th e Flash” features a lighter, more 
comedic tone while still carrying a plot with as much 
weight to it and as one you would see on “Arrow.” Mix 
that with a stellar cast, surprisingly good special eff ects 
(for a TV budget) and the overall celebration of superhero 
culture, and it should be no surprise that the show 
became the best debut the CW has ever seen. Season 
two had to match the pace set in the fi rst season, and 
for the most part it’s been delivering. Th e fi rst couple of 
episodes were slow, but each one inserts a new plot thread 
that I’m assuming will have a major impact on the show 
further down the season. Th at said, the villains visiting 
from parallel worlds is a nice twist to the season, as well 
as the re-introduction of original bad guys like Captain 
Cold and Harrison Wells. Likewise, every character has 
been developing since day one, opening up new subplots 
that, to me at least, don’t even bog down the show. As a 
geek, one of the best things about season two is that it 
introduces the multiverse format that all of DC ‘s titles 
take place in, opening up the possibilities for alternate 
takes on just about any character in any show connected 
in DC’s TV universe. Confusing, right? Despite some 
growing pains, it’s still arguably, the best superhero show 
on television, if not the best comic book adaptation. 
“Gotham” Season Two (Rise of the Villains) 
If you’re a die-hard Batman fan, chances are you hate “Go-
tham” for the wrecking ball of continuity errors it has. I 
personally don’t mind when adaptations diverge from tra-
ditional plots. Comics reinvent themselves all the time. My 
main issue with “Gotham” is that it had the chance to be 
a great show about James Gordon (Ben McKenzie) as Go-
tham City spirals into corruption and crime. Instead we 
got a bit of that and an overexposure of villains who have 
no business existing yet and take up time that could have 
been spent telling the main plot. But here is the weird thing 
the show: all that aside, it’s still a good show. 
Fanboy issues out of the way, “Gotham” struggled to fi nd 
a balance between embracing the camp of the sixties with 
the grit and dark of modern comics. Once it found that 
balance (which was a little over halfway the fi rst season), 
the plot fi nally converged the overarching reshuffl  ing of 
Gotham’s mob hierarchy with the rise of themed and 
costumed villains. Season two advances further into that 
rise, even subtitling season two as “Rise of the Villains.” 
On the one hand, I think it’s stupid to put so much 
emphasis on all of Batman’s enemies without Batman 
being present. On the other hand, the show’s good at it. Th e 
partnership of white knight Gordon and realist Harvey 
Bullock (Donal Logue) is probably the strongest point 
“Gotham” has and highlights just how well-cast the show 
is. Th e show’s writing is up and down at times but it’s really 
hard to deny that “Gotham” is just fl at-out entertaining. 
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Raphael Stroud is the Spartan Daily executive editor.
OPINION
By Adolfo Oseguera
@aosogordo
“Th at’s like rad, dude!” Chloe said.
“Th at’s hella cool!” Jacob said.
Most people from California will know Chloe is from 
Southern California and Jacob is from Northern Califor-
nia because of the way they portray each region’s slang.
Th ere is a diff erence in the way people speak, dress, act 
and the lifestyles of both regions of California. It is strange 
that people only notice it when they visit the other region.
As a SoCal native transplanted in the Bay Area, I’ve 
experienced the variety that California off ers. Southern 
California has a more cohesive culture whereas Northern 
California off ers a wider variety of lifestyles and social 
climates.
Southern and Northern Californians both diff er in their 
use of common slang words, using silly words such as 
“hella” or “hecka” and normal expressions like “dude” or 
“like.” Other diff erences include the use of “the” before 
names of freeways in Southern California.
“For Southern Californians 
in particular, hella represents 
a crucial shibboleth separat-
ing the two major regions of the 
state. (People) tended to identify 
hella overwhelmingly as a Northern 
California slang term, and its appearance in other re-
gions of the map drops dramatically from north to south, 
according to the Journal of English Linguistics from 
Duke University.
As for the way people dress, it depends on the weather. In 
Southern California, it is always sunnier and hotter than 
Northern California, which is usually on the colder side.
According to the Western Regional Climate Center, 
Los Angeles receives an average of 14.91 percent of rain; 
whereas in Eureka, California, rain averages 39.45 percent.
Th e Western Regional Climate Center’s website shows 
the temperature in coastal Northern California such as 
Point Arena rises from 56 to 65 degrees between January 
and August.
In Southern California coastal areas such as Newport 
Beach Harbor, the temperature rises from 63 to 73 degrees.
The lifestyles in both regions are completely differ-
ent because they each attract a certain set of skills and 
work opportunities.
In Southern California, Hollywood attracts people who 
want to be in the fi lm, music and fashion industries such 
as Lauren Conrad and Channing Tatum. SoCal also has 
many beaches, which attract the surfi ng lifestyle.
In Northern California, Silicon Valley attracts those 
who want to become big in the technology world 
such as Steve Jobs.
Napa Valley, which is also in Northern 
California, attracts wine fanatics with its 
many vineyards. It is also known for is 
the Emerald Triangle: Mendocino 
County, Humboldt County and 
Trinity County, the largest 
cannabis producers in the US.
Th e lifestyle is fast paced 
in Southern California, 
hence, LA traffi  c and 
“bad” driving. Northern 
California is more laid 
back and calm.
In 2011, the entertain-
ment industry employed 
nearly 162,000 wage 
and salary workers in 
Los Angeles County 
and 85,000 freelance 
professionals and other 
independent contract 
workers. With a com-
bined total of 247,000 
workers, it is one of the 
largest industries in the 
county, according to the 
Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce.
Society itself is diff erent.
Gay culture is more welcomed in the north since San 
Francisco, a hub of gay culture, is located there whereas 
LGBT tolerance is more of an issue in the south. Southern 
California is more traditional with the exception of West 
Hollywood, which is another hotbed of homosexuality.
According to the Williams Institute, San Francisco 
holds the highest rate of gay, lesbian, and transgender 
residents at 14 percent while LA houses 3.9 percent.
Northern Californian cities tend to be more liberal over-
all because of their diversity whereas Southern Californian 
cities can be conservative because there is less diversity.
Southern and Northern Californians both take pride 
in being part of California, and are subject to the same 
scrutiny and stereotyping from outsiders.
Californians are oft en stereotyped with images we 
associate with Southern California: surfi ng, Hollywood 
and Disneyland. Many people outside of the state can’t 
even conceptualize the diversity of Northern California, 
reducing the region to cliched images of the Bay Area.
As a Californian who has lived in both regions, South-
ern California seems to be the one that holds the key to 
my heart.
Nice hot weather and nearby beaches include Newport 
Beach, Huntington Beach, Long Beach and the list goes 
on. In NorCal the beaches seem a lot more limited due to 
colder weather and distance.
As a gay man, the conservative aspect of Southern Cali-
fornia is seen as a challenge to my eyes, a challenge I take 
on and hope to change with the help of my generation.
Some might say the traffi  c is horrifi c and annoying and 
the lifestyle is too fast, but that’s what makes Southern 
California the way it is.
If you can’t take the heat, stay out of Southern California.
Adolfo Oseguera is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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To the Editor:
In response to your article, 
“Presentation Addresses 
Racial Tensions in Israel,” I 
would like to point out that 
neither Palestinians nor Israeli Jews are  “races” 
in the American sense. Among both Israelis and 
Palestinians are individuals we would call “white,” 
“brown” and “black.”   Ethnic diff erences in Israel 
are based on what we would call religion—Jewish, 
Christian, Muslim—though these distinctions are 
not based on belief, but on birth.
Th e article quotes Abid El-Miaari, who heads 
the Students for Justice in Palestine: “European 
Zionists … came and colonized the land.”
Th is is almost literally a half-truth. More than 
50 percent of Israeli Jews are Mizrachis, whose 
families came from Arab states—Egypt, Iraq, 
Yemen, Libya and Syria—and from Iran.  Over 
750,000 Mizrachis were driven, oft en brutally, 
from these countries during the 20th century 
and found refuge in Israel.  Conversely, many 
Palestinians are the descendants of people who 
came to Palestine from neighboring countries in 
the 30 years between 1917-1947.
It is the Mizrachis who are most hostile towards 
“Arabs,” by which they mean the Muslims and 
Christians who persecuted them out of their 
homes.  Th ey are the main supporters of the Israeli 
right wing.  Th e descendants of European Jews 
tend to be more liberal, though increasing hostility 
derives from continued terrorist attacks by 
Palestinians, including recent stabbing incidents.
Th e fact is that Israel remains that for all of its 
fl aws not a “colony,” but a Middle Eastern Jewish 
state.  Th e ethnicity and ethnic relations, of Israel, 
like its politics, are complex.
Th e situation of Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza is diff erent from that of those who 
are Israeli citizens.  Th e real suff ering of these 
Palestinians will not be solved by pretending they 
are in the same situation as minority groups in the 
U.S.  It will come from a political solution, through 
negotiations and talks, not through boycotts and 
one-sided presentations.  Th ose interested in this 
subject may wish to take my History of Modern 
Israel course in the Spring Semester.
Jonathan P. Roth
Professor of History
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children’s costume called “Little 
Amigo” from it’s website for violat-
ing the store’s prohibited products 
policy.
Th e Walmart representa-
tive told Refi nery29, “Th e 
item you mentioned was 
sold by a third-party 
marketplace seller, and 
it obviously had no busi-
ness at all being on our 
site based on our Prohibited 
Products Policy.”
Th e costume illustrated a Hispanic 
boy wearing a serape, a straw hat and 
a mustache. Th e listing also featured 
its description of the costume, “let 
the fi esta begin for your little one in 
our ‘Little Amigo Costume!’” Th e 
costume fi t children who were ap-
proximately three to six year olds.
Although the costume was removed, 
it still does not dismiss the fact that 
these costumes are being made and 
starting to be sold for Halloween.
Th is is not the fi rst time an incident 
like this has occurred at Walmart. 
Just last year Walmart called their 
plus-size costumes “Fat Girl 
Costumes.”
“Th is never should 
have been on our site. 
It is unacceptable, 
and we apologize. 
We worked quickly to 
remove this,” Walmart 
tweeted in response to the 
costume posting.
Aside from the off ensive costumes 
out in the market, we are also able 
to see the impact pop culture has on 
costumes.
Some are funny and some should just 
remain in the factories. Pop culture 
has delivered its many forms of con-
troversial costumes, from President 
Barack Obama to Donald Trump.
Th e Trump costume has even 
become the most demanded costume 
of the year, according to the Interna-
tional Business Times.
According to an article on the Racked 
website, the Halloween retail industry 
is worth more than $7 billion. A 
recent survey by the National Retail 
Federation reported the average 
spending cost per consumer is $77.52 
each Halloween season.
Halloween Costumes should go 
back to being fun and childish. We 
should not give companies the idea of 
making off ensive costumes.
As a society we need to steer away 
from these negative costumes that 
are not only having a negative impact 
on many cultures but also becoming 
more evident in Halloween stores.
Jovanni Arroyo-Camberos is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
COSTUMES
from page 1
Southern California is “hella” 
different from NorCal
SPARTANS 
SPEAK 
OUT
Which part of 
California do 
you prefer?
Infographic by Adolfo Oseguera, Kavin Mistry 
and Jeremy Cummings
OPINION 5Thursday, October 29, 2015
 
          
 Oct 28th
Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively.
  Crossword PuzzleSudoku  Puzzle
Previous solutions
  Local Ads
SJSU International 
House
Close to campus
U.S. & international students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Well-equipped kitchen.
Pianos and game room.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now!  
http://www.sjsu.edu/ihouse/
360 S. 11th St., 408-924-6570
Classifieds
Place Your Ad
Place your Ads Online at 
www.SpartanDaily.com/Advertis-
ing
<RXFDQDOVRSODFHFODVVLÀHGV
through the Spartan Daily Ad 
RIÀFH
Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209
2IÀFH+RXUV30
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
ACROSS
 ́ Army vehi-
cles
 ́ “Ciao!”
Prohibit
 Elite mili-
tary unit
Mojave 
plant
 Festive 
night, often
 Features 
of polling 
places
 Almost 
empty
 20 Calypso 
offshoot
 Final direc-
tion for a 
Benz?
 22 Ignited, as 
a match
 23 Pampering
States  
differently
 Romanian 
currency
 30 “National 
Velvet” 
writer 
Bagnold
 32 Caterer, 
sometimes
 33 Web 
address, 
commonly
Plan a  
different 
route
Body shop 
repairs
  Lofgren 
who plays 
with Bruce
Duke’s 
blue mas-
cot
Animated 
Fiona, e.g.
Baby sit-
ters, often
Air 
freshener 
option
Afternoon 
hour on a 
sundial
 Sends into 
overtime
Computer 
output, 
perhaps
A literary 
Bobbsey
Medi-
um-sized 
sofas
Wangle
 ___ Royal 
Majesty
 Baby  
identiﬁer
 Tiny bite
Novelist 
Levin
 Forbes 
400 listee
 LXX divid-
ed by X
 Red dye 
used in a 
biology lab
Booted 
grounder
Stepping 
stone to 
pres.,  
sometimes
Olive ___ 
(army  
uniforms)
Counter-
mands a 
deletion
DOWN
 ́ The “one” 
in a one-
two
 ́ In-ﬂight 
info, for 
short
 ́Moray, e.g.
 ́ ___-walsy 
(bud-
dy-buddy)
 ́ Tastes 
more like 
ﬁre
 ́ Place with 
slides
 ́Many  
years  ___
 ́Govern-
ment role?
 ́ Made 
square
Made a 
new hem
Chore for a 
hunch-
back?
Bypass
Colorful 
salaman-
ders
 Lay in the 
sun
 23 Painfully 
forthright
Bald ea-
gle’s nest
High-
speed 
transporter
 Third  
Hebrew 
letter
Margarine, 
quaintly
 “Curb Your 
Enthusi-
asm” star  
Larry
Dish with 
seasoned 
rice
Courtroom 
event
 Large 
ﬁshing net
An agitat-
ed state
Barrio  
resident
Cultivation 
place
Sharp- 
pointed 
teeth
 Fourth-
year 
student
 Joint  
blades
 Like good 
ghost 
stories
Burrito  
condiment
 In pieces
Ad-___ 
(improvise)
 ___ and 
outs (par-
ticulars)
Boiling 
blood
Decay
Hospital 
areas 
(Abbr.)
SJSU Research 
Foundation
Copies of the San Jose State 
8QLYHUVLW\5HVHDUFK)RXQGDWLRQ·V
DXGLWHGÀQDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVIRU
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 are avail-
able at 210 North 4th Street, 4th 
Floor, San Jose, California; in the 
6-683URYRVW·VRIÀFH
and online at 
www.sjsu.edu/research 
foundation.
Thursdayoughts Campus Life
SPORTS6 Thursday, October 29, 2015
Lighten Your 
Spring 
Course Load
Winter Session 2016
www.sjsu.edu/winter
Advance
Registration 
Begins Thursd
ay, 
October 29 SAN JOSÉ STATE UNIVERSITY
Eco Pass is getting
a new look with
Clipper Card!
ts.sjsu.edu
Student Union, Room 1800
transportation@sjsu.edu
408.924.RIDE (7433)
San José State University
Parking ServicesSJSU
Bay Area Air Quality
Management District
SJSU Transportation
Solutions
ts_sjsu
ts_sjsu
Eco Pass
Clipper Card Tower ID
Unlimited rides
on all VTA Bus
and Light Rail
SAMMY 
SPARTAN
STUDEN
T
0000000
00
Tower Ca
rd
Spartans fi ght for conference playoff spot
WAC Conference Rankings
School Record Conf. Points Home Away Neutral
Seattle University 14-3 7-1 21 8-1 5-1 1-1
Utah Valley 12-4-1 5-2-1 16 5-1-0 5-3-1 2-0-0
UNLV 10-4-1 4-2-1 13 6-2-0 2-2-1 2-0-0
Incarnate Word 8-6 4-4 12 6-1 1-4 1-1
CSU Bakersfi eld 6-4-4 3-2-2 11 4-1-2 2-3-2 0-0-0
Houston Baptist 7-7-1 3-3-1 10 4-0-1 1-5-0 2-2-0
SJSU 5-9-1 3-3-1 10 4-2-1 1-7-0 0-0-0
Air Force 5-8-1 2-4-1 7 3-1-0 2-6-1 0-0-0
Missouri-Kansas 
City 4-8-2 2-4-1 7 2-2-1 2-6-1 0-0-0
Grand Canyon 6-8 2-5 6 4-2 2-6 0-0-0
UT Rio Grande 
Valley 4-10-1 1-6 3 2-3-1 2-7-0 0-0-0
By Darby Brown-Kuhn
@darbk5352
With three games remaining in the regular 
season, the San Jose State men’s soccer team 
is tied for fi ft h place in the Western Athletic 
Conference and is pushing for a playoff  bid.
Th e top six teams will advance to play in 
the postseason tournament. Th e Spartans 
are tied with Houston Baptist in fi ft h place 
in the conference (3-3-1) and have to contend 
with Air Force Academy and the University 
of Missouri–Kansas City, who are both two 
games back in the standings.
To secure a playoff  spot, the Spartans will 
likely rely on core players who have led the 
team throughout the season.
Junior forward Rory Knibbs has been the 
Spartans’ most dangerous off ensive player, 
ranking in the WAC Top 5 in points and 
goals scored. 
Knibbs also has four game-winning goals 
this season and he is tied for second in the 
conference behind UNLV’s forward Danny 
Musovski.
Senior goalkeeper Emmanuel Espinoza is 
third in the conference with 49 saves, aver-
aging just over four saves per game.
A key for the Spartans in the upcoming 
three-game stretch is fi nding a way to win 
on the road. 
Away games haven’t been kind to the team 
so far. Th e lone road win of the season came 
in a 2-1 victory against the University of the 
Incarnate Word. 
In the other seven road games, the Spartans 
were outscored 14-2 and were held scoreless 
six times.
Th e fi nal home game for the Spartans is 
against the California State University, Ba-
kersfi eld Roadrunners on Sunday, Nov. 7, at 
2 p.m. at the Spartan Soccer Field.
Darby Brown-Kuhn
is the Spartan Daily 
sports editor.
Jayvee Suliguin | Contributing Photographer
Spartan forward Rory Knibbs (no.6) fi ghts for possession during the 
SJSU’s 1–1 tie against Air Force on Sunday at the Spartan Soccer Field.
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